
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Ogden Families, 

 

It is hard to believe that your child exited through the doors of Ogden Elementary School just 

two months ago to begin their summer journey. Some children waved goodbye energetically as 

they anticipated the adventures that awaited them on the summer horizon. Some children hugged 

each other as the thought of not being together until September seeped into their consciousness. 

The fifth-graders strutted out of the building with their chests puffed out as if to say "We made 

it! Woodmere Middle School, here we come!" No matter how each child exited the building that 

day, I stayed behind to watch the last child walk off into the blinding June sun. 

 

The building always seems to lose its luminosity when the children are absent.  By the first week 

in July, I was craving the cacophony of sound that trickles down the hallways on a daily basis. 

My summer has moved by rapidly as I tried to savor time with my family. I have also been doing 

a lot of reading, both professional reading and reading for enjoyment. I have been keeping a 

notebook of ideas that I would like to share with the teachers in order to bring them to life at 

Ogden. Of course, the ideas can probably be spread out over the next few years but moving at a 

slow pace has never been my strongest suit! 

 

I am very excited that our Ogden School Community, including parents, teachers, students, and 

all faculty members have had input into Ogden's Vision Statement. Please access the Vision 

Statement by clicking on the link from our Website, titled Ogden’s Vision Statement 2013. This 

living document will continually be revised based on the feedback from the Ogden School 

Community. This shared vision will serve as a moral compass for all that is to come and serves 

as a stepping stone into the future. 

 

I would like you to be aware of a few of the resources available to keep you informed this year, 

including the Hewlett-Woodmere School District Calendar, Ogden's Website which lists dates of 

all events, and the Virtual Wednesday Folder. For those of you who are not familiar with the 

Virtual Wednesday Folder, it is an electronic communication tool to assist us in passing 

information along to you. This folder will contain notifications, flyers, invitations to events, etc.  

Please make a habit of going on Ogden's Website each Wednesday and clicking on the Virtual 

Wednesday folder and then the date to access each week's information. Our communication is 

vital to ensure a productive year for your child. 

 

I am very excited to say that we have added and will continue many of the traditions we have 

begun at Ogden during the 2012-13 school year. Tea and Scones with Mrs. Anzalone was 

successful because parents took time out of their busy schedules to join me and Miss Hunt (now 

Mrs. Murray) for a conversation around hot topics in education. In addition, we have added 

Family Book Clubs, literacy and math nights, parent training sessions on topics such as bullying 

and behavior management, and so much more. We invite you into our school community to help 

us strengthen what already exists and to find ways to continually reinvent and improve our 

practices. As cliché as it sounds…we cannot be successful without your assistance! Your 

participation is critical and shows your child how much you care about their success, the success 
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of their classmates, and the success of their school community. 

 

For those of you who have been with me at Ogden and for those of you who are brand new to the 

building, I welcome you. I hope you know how sincere I am in my charge to assist my faculty in 

caring for and educating your child each and every day. Be sure to review Ogden's Code of 

Conduct so both you and your child are aware of our expectations to ensure a productive and 

happy school year. Please know that I am always available to assist you in helping your child 

learn and grow.  

 

Take some time to enjoy the remaining days of summer with your family. May your days be 

filled with good friends, good family, good food, and good times. The relaxation will help you 

prepare for another enthralling year at Ogden Elementary School. I look forward to greeting your 

child at the main entrance to Ogden by saying "Good Morning," and hearing them replying 

"Good Morning Mrs. Anzalone!"  

 

Fondly, 
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